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 WASHINGTON “ Congressman John W. Olver (D - 1st District) and                Senators John F. Kerry and Edward M. Kennedy announced today that                the final version of the FY VA/HUD &amp; Independent Agencies FY                Š00 Appropriations bill includes $250,000 in federal funding for                the Holyoke YMCA and $250,000 for a Science and Education Center                at Hampshire College. The House passed the conference report this                afternoon and the Senate is expected to pass the bill shortly.              

As a member of the House Appropriations Committee, Congressman                Olver included the earmarks in the bill. Senators Kerry and Kennedy                lobbied the Senate conferees to ensure funding.

$250,000 for Holyoke YMCA

Currently the Greater Holyoke YMCA is involved in a major $2.5                million capital renovation project designed to add an Aquatics Center                to the facility; renovate the existing Child Care Center; upgrade                the building to be fully handicap accessible; and, convert and adjacent                medical building into a much needed Youth/Community Center. The                $250,000 will be used primarily to renovate the Child Care Center.                Through a combination of state, local, public and private funds,                the YMCA has already raised $2.1 million. This extra funding will                put them within $150,000 of their final goal.              

œThis funding will benefit thousands of children and families in                western Massachusetts who rely on the YMCA for growth, inspiration                and positive direction,” Olver said.              

Senator Kerry stated, "This funding will bring needed funds to                the Holyoke YMCA, which   touches Massachusetts families                and children through a variety of essential programs."              

For more information on the YMCA please call Vin Olinski @ 413-534-5631                
                              

$250,000 for Hampshire College: 
                 A National Center for Science Education

This funding will be used to develop a curriculum and to train                teachers for science and math education in grades K -12. The funding                will also help to build a facility where K- 12 students can conduct                science experiments and research at a college laboratory.              

œOne of the most important things we can do for our children today                is to encourage them to get involved in math and sciences.                 Whether it is discovering a new planet, finding an effective treatment                for arthritis, or building affordable and clean vehicles, the future                of this country depends on the education and training of our children,”                Olver said. œBy giving our teachers the resources necessary to peak                young students° interests, we are building a foundation for the                future of this nation.”              
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"I commend Hampshire College for recognizing the importance of                strong math and science programs as we approach the 21st century,"                Senator Kerry said.  "These kinds of programs ensure that our                children have the critical math and science background to compete                and succeed in the new global economy.”              

Senator Kennedy said, œI°m delighted that these well-deserved funds                will be available for this innovative Science Center. It will open                up opportunities in sciences for far more young men and women in                our community, and demonstrate to college students the rewards of                teaching science.”              

For more information on the Hampshire College Project, please contact                Roy Bunce, Director of Development @ 413 -559-5525             

 ###  

 2 / 2


